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-"“Echo™ Staff Reporter
AIS is the third and probably
last chapter en * Where did
the VC herg lapd?™ . ‘.

On January’' 19 - the “Echo"
stated that "when Flight-Lieut.
James B. Nicholson baled out from
2 Hurricane fighter after engaging
in a battle which won him the
first VC of the “ Battle of Britain,”
he landed on ‘the site of the new
trading estate at Millbrook, South-
ampton, where a new factory has
been built.” ! i

A reader wrote that our in-
formation was wrong, and that
the fighter ace (who was killed in
an air crash later in the war) came
down a couple of hundred yards
past the factory site, behind a
group of three cottages on the
main road to Totton.

FIRST ON SCENE

This is now backed up by Mr.
Raobert W. F. Stanley, of 1, Belle-
vue, Millbrook-road, who, as a
member of the Home Guard, says
he was first on the scene with a
soldier and prevented other
soldiers from ﬂrirég at the pilot
after he had landed.

The site Is, as stated, 200 yards
from the factory and ahout 130
yards on the Southampton side of
Redbridge school, in a field behind
a few old cottages.

Mr. Stanley was in Park-road,
Southampton, at about noon on
August 16. 1940. when he saw Ger-
man and British fighters engaging
one another in the clear, sunny
skies above. .

For 20 minules there was *“‘quite
a mix-up.” and he saw two planes
fall towards the Isle of Wight. He
also followed the course of two
‘German fighiers heing chased in
by a Hurricane. They ciurcled
towards Winchester. then turned
towards the New Forest. >

BALED OUT
One German dropped out of the
fight, and while over thie Coxford

SHOT-DOWN "AIRMAN
HAD TO BE ‘SAVED’
FROM OWN SIDE

direction the Hurricane lost spee:l
and height as smoke pouved [: -

parachute billowed out.

Mr.
Home Guard uniform, calculated
that the pilot should come down
near Redbridge. He commandeered
a small green van and told the
driver to “ step on it.”

*“1 did not know, of course,
that the pilot was Flt.-Lieut.
Nicholson,” said Mr. Stanley,
“ but | was a bit worried because
I had seen some tracer builets
going up towards the airman as
he floated down. Someone was
firing at the poor chap.

“Just before we got to fhe little
school at Redbridge, we‘saw the

ilot landing in a field on the lelL.
gehind some cottages. As I rtan
into the field, so did a soldier in
giimsols and shirlsleeves.”

WOUNDS AND BURNS

When they got to the airman.
he was partly mixed up with his
arachute, and was muttering dire
iireats against the troops who had

it. The fighter nose-dived i.. .

Stanley, who was in l..j

could s
ing his qualifications.
experience enabled him to o
an expert.
pr 4
O -

-9

fired on him as he came down.
He was badly wounded, and burned.
“The Home Guard were
biamed for firing on him,"” said
Mr. Stanley, “but | know It was

the REs stationed at Sparshatt's
Garage.” .

As the soldier and Home Guards-
man released Flt.-Lieut. Nicholson
from his parachute, and tried to
u;:.l:: thhlm Icoméomllﬂe on the

» they heard yellin
from the ¥uad, { i ::omlnz
Mr. Stanley said he saw a
policeman followed by soldiers
armed with rifles, and a crowd

of civilians, rush .in from a

corner of the field. The soidiers

were shouting and pointing their
rifles towards the airman and the

two men in khaki who were. try-
ing to aid him.

Running towards the police
officer, Mr. smnley shouted “ Stop!
He’s one of ours.” The policeman
turned, threw up his arms, and
stopped the “attack”

TAKEN TO HOSPITAL

Flt-Lieut. Nicholson was {aken
ta the Royal South Hants Hospital,
His wounds included shots he re-
ceived from men who fired on him
as he floated towards the earth,
says Mr. Stanley. g

A nalive of Hampstead, Flt.-
Lieut. (afterwards ing Com-
mander) Nicholson was a flight
commander in 249 Squadron, RAF,
when shot down over Southamp-
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mointed to British Columbian
all have settled in ‘well
Fcducational oroblems in British -
Columhia, -because of the phe- *
exvansion,
wore acute than in Bnta.ln

£chools:

{ nomenal

~ish Columbxan

mb"r of appoint- =

nouthamot.on

Action with a . ting
5 obtain British -

Juthampton - with = A

dere are over 600

: secondary school
sessidth @ salary range
sto £700 to £1,600,

/ to experience and °

sions.

‘vens will be in England -
March 31 and will visit.

/than 15 provincial centres

Anterviews, in addition to -.

don. He hopes to secure not
/er than 100 suitable teachers
And more if he can get them.
;/L2st vear 60 teachers were

i— Mesf’nq at
M:llhrook

-

O men met in a ﬂeld 3
- at - Millbrook, South-
ampton. on a sunny -
- Auguvst. 1940. They were the first:
_ .on.the scene “when Fit-Lieut. J.
_ B. Nicholson baled out from a _
3 taking .

-

are

Humrcane fighter after
part in a battle which won h1m
‘th= VC.

been

R=c-nt . references to t.hxs in-
cident in the “Echo” were instru-
-mental in bringing these two
men together again for the first
tims for over 15 years. And they -
found that all this time they had
living within_ & stone’s
throw of each other. = A
Mr. R. W. F. Stanley, of 1,
Rellevue, Millbrook-road, South- -
ampton, told us of “the other
. man"—a soldier in plimsolls and
shirtsleeves—who went with him
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I _::. ‘one _of: Southampton s

y | -303 cases in that field -
bridge School and the Home Guard 0

k—the: 1940 soldxer.

A

AECENT d.scusswns
“Echo” Leiterbox about Flight
Lieut. James B. Nicholson, who
bailed out of his Hurricane .over

Redbridge, Southampton, have re-|

vived an incident that has been on
the mind of Mr. Robert F.
‘Stanley, a contractor, of 1 Belle
Vue, Millbrook-road, Southampton

Mr. Stanley was on the

of Britain—came down" Iollowmg
a battle ‘with ‘two Me 1105 .
N, . .303 CLUE -
“Isaw tracers gomE
were ; comin
and from -
Docks.

upxand they
e REs’ 'base

I found 11 recently fired

did not fire 303s. 2
-~ “When a group of REs

me

running .into ‘the field they ‘were |
airman.’

going to shoot the I ran
 towards them shouting: “No, he’s
one of ours,” and-a: police _~om
who was with t.hem helped
them down.” -

Tho M e ]

‘»‘c’artrldges

in Sithe

‘scene-
when Flight-Lieut. Nicholson—who | :
earned ‘the first VC of the-Battle

e ‘Canadians at ‘the|.
near Red-|:

Mr. Stanley, a lance-corporal
the Honie Guard, visited thhtn :
Lieut. Nicholson, who had 50 or 60
glec:°s of metal taken out of hig -

t. was his wxsh ‘that I shoul
_not press the matter. of -who had -
fired,” Mr. Stanley said. *“ He felf
all " the bullets “were fired by
‘mistake and by our own men” . .
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